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IMPACTS WEST OF 
THE CASCADES
Credit: Katie Doonan, WSU

IMPACTS EAST OF 
THE CASCADES



Washington State Enhanced Hazard Mitigation Plan (2023)



https://climatetoolbox.org/tool/Future-Time-Series

Annual Precipitation in Washington

Annual Snow Water Equivalent in Washington



400+ farmers and 200+ farmworkers told us about 
on-farm challenges, solutions, and what help is needed most.

Leslie Michel, WSDA



2021

Drought reduces 
wheat yields by 40%
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2021

Heatwave kills shellfish 
across the coast

www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-9750653/Clams-
Washington-state-beach-cooked-death-heatwave.html



2021

Heat-related illness 
claims spike 

https://lni.wa.gov/safety-health/safety-
research/files/2023/105_01_2023_HRI_Claims_2021.pdf



2021

Wildfires burn 
674,000 acres

cnn.com/2021/07/14/weather/oregon-washington-wildfires/index.html
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2021

Flooding drowns 
livestock animals

https://www.dairyherd.com/news/education/dairy-report-
hundreds-dairy-cattle-perish-due-floods-farmers-still-recovering



With strategic focus and funding, 
Washington agriculture can thrive 
through these challenges.

• Geographic advantages
• State climate funding
• Diverse crop production
• Strong partnerships
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Adaptation is under way, but more support is needed.



"Farmers are on the frontlines of 
the climate crisis and we're 

being asked to bear the brunt of 
investment while prices 

stagnate, and inflation makes 
the cost of production almost 
impossible to make a living!”





agr.wa.gov/ClimateResilienceWaAg

Dani G.   |   dani.gelardi@agr.wa.gov
Leslie Michel, WSDA
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